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TRADITIONAL VERSUS MODERN WAYS OF TEACHING 
READING AND WRITING BRAILLE IN SLOVAKIA1
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Keywords:

Abstrakt: 

Introduction 
It is clear that the ability to read and write in braille is a cornerstone for 

the development of literacy for any blind person. It is only with a real grasp 
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only braille but also tactile graphics.

reading comprehension skills is practicing reading from early childhood. It is 

can be fully developed and improved. The goal of braille reading skills training 

given moment.

that the effect of the ability to read Braille on participants’ employment rates 

that “Braille readers who have used Braille since childhood had higher levels 

rates in these areas compared to people who never learned to read Braille” 

would be a simplistic indicator of where the use of braille has moved from the 

and changes in didactic approaches.
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• 

the braille character pattern and thus gradually begins to learn and get 

• 

are primarily intended for teaching writing and familiarising with braille. 

age.
• 

to the paper (dot by dot) with stylus using the holes in the lower plate and 
the grid of upper plate as a guiding boundaries for each cell. The braille 

only be legible when the paper is removed from the slate and the dots are 
turned upwards. It is a very effective aid for braille writing and is easily 
portable. It comes in different sizes depending on the number of braille 

preparation for future use of braille on mobile devices.
• A mechanical typewriter for writing Braille – in Slovakia also often 

embosses dots representing a particular letter into the paper instead of 

being loaded into the machine. The mechanical typewriter is used for 

onwards.
• 
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• 
educational aids and braille books

• 

methods such as Swelling paper technology.

• Braille keyboard – is a standard USB device that can be connected to 

commands) to control the connected device.
• 

displays part of the line from the screen in braille (dots). It has buttons 

currently displayed on the line. The braille display is another output 
device that the screen reader uses to convey information to the user. It 
can be combined with voice output or used alone.

• 

also include a braille display. These modern electronic notebooks can 
be connected to a computer and include a number of functions such 

of these electronic notebooks is the high price and the lack of Slovak 

small dimensions and low weight) that blind people can carry with them 
and use anywhere.

• 
images in dot graphics. The use of these tactile displays has potential in 

• Digital books in an accessible format for screen readers and braille 
displays
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• Modern digital technologies (hardware devices and software solutions) 

 
 
 

relief drawing and tactile representation using commonly available materials 

should be considered.

used to present such images.

The advantage of traditional methods is undoubtedly the greater availability 

environment that offers much greater opportunities to access information and 
a multitude of publications. The unfavourable position of braille in education 

in braille is woefully scarce even in the everyday life and environment of a blind 

Braille display shows part or all of a line from the screen to the user at once. 

with voice output. It is also a very useful aid for foreign language learners. The 
main reason for this is that speech synthesis (voice output) hides detailed 
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information about the graphical representation of a word from the blind user 

read in braille on the braille display can be viewed on the screen by the teachers 
or parents.

pupil must gradually learn computer skills along with braille in order to be able 
to make full and functional use of the braille display.

The use of a computer with special software and hardware (such as braille 

gives them access to a source of great variety of information.
The necessity of early preparation of blind pupils for braille reading 

of the child.
The rate of use of braille reading skills in Europe is alarming in many 

and the use of braille displays or other assistive technologies in the education 

received by ear when listening to audio books and listening to a screen reader 
on a computer or mobile phone can replace the information received by touch 
in the education of blind pupils.

The prioritization of auditory perception over tactile perception in the 
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processing ability among the blind. Several factors can be taken into account 
when looking for a reason for the decline in the use of braille in the lives of 
blind people. The amount of information in braille cannot be compared with the 

braille materials cannot be considered as a key factor in the low rate of braille 
reading skill development. Although we have long observed a problem with 

grammatical rules and do not master the laws of the graphic structure of the 

are often neglected or unnoticed in auditory perception of information.

or tactile information should not be raised at all. Blind people are totally or 

information. It is for this reason that it is of the utmost importance that all 
other ways of receiving information are trained to their full potential during 
the educational process. Braille reading training is crucial for the development 

audiobooks or the reading of publications by means of voice synthesis must 

on a mechanical braille typewriter and developing writing skills on electronic 

braille keyboards on mobile phones.

Teaching and learning braille should include training in at least the following 
skills:

• Reading and writing using braille.
• 

• 

representation.
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• Read books on standalone braille displays or in connection with other 
devices.

• 
• Work with books or educational materials simultaneously using a screen 

reader along with braille on a braille display.
• 

• 

The problem with storing publications in a digital environment and also in 

combined with reading only one line at a time and without control over the 

navigate through the various attributes of a publication will enable blind users 

its encoding will allow easy portability between devices and also the possibility 
of printing it on paper.

The near future of digital braille display devices promises to make braille 

be assumed that these devices will have their place in the educational process 

without having to be printed on paper. They might provide the possibility of 

and image.

in the educational process is often their cost. This is very high in the case of 
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one in which they achieve the best results. If they do not work effectively with 

A comparison of traditional and modern methods of teaching Braille 
shows us that both approaches have their advantages and disadvantages. 
Traditional methods provide a foundation for the development of tactile 

whereby we can achieve an optimal level of reading and writing skills and high 
level of literacy in blind students. Traditional and modern teaching methods 
complement each other to create a multidimensional approach that will ensure 
better and more effective learning and easier and faster access to different 

and enabling blind pupils to be literate. The future of braille teaching should 
include the integration and implementation of modern digital technologies into 
the educational process. It is important to raise awareness of the importance 

in the modernisation of schools and its integration into national education 
systems and policies. We consider the use of modern braille and tactile display 
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